Survival of nurse-managed centers: the importance of cost analysis.
Despite the explosive growth in nurse-managed centers (NMC) in the past 20 years, most have been unable to achieve financial self-sufficiency, and many have closed. Combining costing techniques with outcome measures provides essential information needed by NMC for making operating decisions and for marketing NMC performance. These outcome data can be persuasive to policy makers and institutional decision makers and are crucial for NMC to improve their competitiveness in the health care market place.